N.S. Vol. No. January, 1916. 


BULLETIN 


THE 


Medical Library Association 


QUARTERLY 


| 
Press oF 
j 


DR. JOHN BILLINGS, 


Bibliographer and Librarian. 
HENRY HURD, M.D., Baltimore. 


Bibliography, are told the Century Dictionary, the 
science which treats books, their materials, authors, typography, 
editors, dates, subjects, classification, history, etc.,’’ and are told 
also the same connection that ‘‘it embraces the subdivisions all 
branches human learning.’’ then the especial talent 
bibliographer, know the contents books and have familiarity 
with all branches human learning. 

The late John Billings gained fame and deserved success 
many other fields than bibliography, true. was skillful 
and accomplished surgeon, who displayed such ability operator 
the field during the late Civil War that could without difficulty 
have won the highest distinction surgeon after life. was 
expert sanitarian and large factor the development sanitary 
science the United States. was expert upon ventilation 
and heating, and his books these branches are still highly valued 
engineers. was vital statistician and contributed the 
Tenth Census and the Eleventh Census the most exhaustive and 
illuminating bulletins vital statistics which have appeared any 
Census before since. was planner hospitals and labora- 
tories and his advice and plans were sought after far and near. The 
plans the Barnes Hospital Washington, the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital Baltimore, the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital Boston, 
and several large laboratories and libraries were some the results 
his study and effort. was authority hygiene and resigned 
his position the United States Army Medical Corps accept the 
chair Hygiene the University Pennsylvania. was 
lexicographer and prepared the National Medical Dictionary two 
volumes each seven hundred and fifty pages. delivered many 
courses lectures the History Medicine. wrote medical 
education, the effects alcoholic drinks upon brain workers, 
upon the physiological aspects the liquor problem and upon many 
other scientific problems. His activity every field scientific 
work may estimated reading the one hundred and seventy-one 
titles books and papers given his bibliography. 

And yet the opinion men who are familiar with his life 
and work generally agreed that will best known future 


For this brief sketch almost wholly indebted the charming memoir Dr. Billings 
prepared Dr. Fielding Garrison the Surgeon General's Library and recently published 
by G. P. Putnam's Sons. 
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generations bibliographer and librarian. His interest 
ography came originally from his difficulties attempting prepare 
graduating dissertation the time when medical student 
Cincinnati, wrote upon Surgical Treatment Epilepsy.’’ 
said address Cincinnati nearly thirty years 
performance this melancholy duty has not only influenced the 
greater part work for the last twenty years but the essential 
though remote cause being here tonight. 

has happened this wise: the thesis just refered to, 
was desirable give the statistics the results obtained from 
certain surgical operations applied the treatment epilepsy. 
find these data their original and authentic form required the 
consulting many books, and get these books not only ran- 
sacked all the libraries, public and private, which could get access 
Cincinnati, but for those volumes not found here (and these were 
the great portion), search was made Philadelphia, New York and 
elsewhere, ascertain they were any accessible libraries 
this country. 

about six months this sort work and correspondence 
became convinced three things. The first was, that involves 
vast amount time and labour search through thousand vol- 
umes medical books and journals for items particular subject, 
and that the indexes such books and journals cannot always 
relied guide their contents. The second is, that there are, 
existence somewhere, over 100,000 volumes such medical books 
and journals, not counting pamphlets and reprints. And the third 
was, that while there was nowhere, the world, library which 
contained all medical literature, there was not the United States 
any fairly good library, one which student might hope find 
large part the literature relating any medical subject, and that 
one wished good work verify the references 
given European medical writers, make reasonably sure that 
one had before him all that had been seen done previous 
observers experimenters given subject, must Europe 
and visit, not merely one, but several the great capital cities 
order accomplish his desire. 

was this experience which led when favourable op- 
portunity offered the close the war, try establish, for the 
use American physicians, fairly complete medical library, and 
connection with this prepare catalogue and 
index which should spare medical teachers and writers the drudgery 
consulting ten thousand more different indexes, turning 


over the leaves many volumes find the dozen references 
which they might search.’’ 

The Library the Surgeon-General the United States 
had modest beginning. was begun prior 1836 and 1840 
had grown 135 titles and 228 volumes. was increased 
Surgeon-General Hammond until 1863 comprised 587 volumes; 
May 1864 under Surgeon-General Barnes had grown 1365 
volumes and had its first printed catalogue. December 1864 
came under the nominal care Dr. Billings and when second 
catalogue was printed October 1865 there were 602 titles and 2253 
volumes. 1868 through the tise what known the 
fund’’ turned Army hospitals had grown 6066 volumes 
and 1871 13,330 volumes. 1871 had for the first time 
handsomely printed subject well author catalogue which was 
introduced the following memorandum: 

there need this country medical library this 
character sufficiently evident from the fact that, all the public 
medical libraries the United States put together, would not 
possible verify from the original authorities the references given 
standard German authors, such Hennen, Reynolds, 
Virchow. complete collection American medical literature 
existence; and the most complete, this country, private 
hands, and not accessible the public; while every year adds the 
forming such collection the Government should 
possess. books are now safely and conveniently arranged the 
building the Army Medical Museum, and are accessible 
the public under rules and regulations essentially the same those 
for the Library Congress.’’ 

1873 three volume catalogue authors and subjects was 
prepared officially Dr. Billings giving alphabetical order anony- 
mous works, lists transactions, reports and periodicals. 

this time the Library contained 25,000 volumes, 15,000 
single pamphlets and 50,000 titles, the excess titles being due 
713 bound volumes pamphlets and 700 volumes French theses. 

1876, Dr. Billings published Fasciculus 
Catalogue the National Medical Library, under the Direction 
the Surgeon-General, United States Army,’’ which was submitted 
the medical profession for criticisms and suggestions. style and 
arrangement, this publication practically identical with the present 
Index Catalogue, differing only certain typographical details. The 
index authors and subjects arranged dictionary order 
single alphabet, the articles indexed from periodicals are printed 


alphabetical order nonpareil type, and the larger subjects, g., 
Abdomen, Abscess, Acids, etc., are carefuly subdivided. this 
time, the Library contained about forty thousand volumes and about 
the same number pamphlets. 

This Specimen Fasciculus became the Index Catalogue, the first 
volume which was published 1880 and has now grown 
volumes varying from 500 900 pages each and the recognized 
Medical Index the world. The Surgeon-General’s 
Library now numbers half million volumes. 

1879 also connection with Dr. Fletcher began the 
publication the Index Medicas, monthly classified record the 
current medical literature the world which had most useful career 
but suffering from financial ups and downs until its publication was 
finally assumed the Carnegie Institution Washington 1903, 
and became firmly and permanently established. 

all this work Billings showed his great ability bibliographer 
and librarian. created bibliography medicine and organized 
medical library for the whole United States and showed other 
nations how such library could conducted. His connection with 
closed 1895 when retired from active service the Army. 

June 1896 resigned the chair Hygiene the University 
Pennsylvania become Superintendent-in-chief the New York 
Public Libraries. 

Heretofore the library work Dr. Billings had been connec- 
tion with acknowledged branch army service which had the 
support the General Government. This support was none too 
liberal times and there were periods great economy the part 
careful, not enlightened, statesmen when there was reason 
fear that the appropriations for its support might cease altogether; 
but the library had survived and its future was secure. 

the transfer his work New York was confronted 
wholly different set library problems. The New York Public 

Library had been created the consolidation the Astor Library 
founded 1849, the Lenox Library founded 1870 and the Tilden 
Library founded 1891. The combined libraries were not particu- 
larly well-selected and were unequal value for the purposes 
public library. Lenox Library had rare editions bibles, 
manuscripts, incunabula and expensive books, maps and musical 
literature. The other two libraries represented the preferences and 
and tastes librarians purchasing books which had not been 
selected accordance with any central principle and were simply 
collections miscellaneous books. 


one the three had sufficient endowment books serve 
the city New York, Brooklyn and the Bronx even reference 
library had first been projected their individual founders 
and the combined resources all three would have been exhausted 
effort purchase site and erect adequate building, 
soon became evident that the City New York must come the 
aid the Public Library. was however easy task induce 
those who represented the people take proper interest the 
project, since many regarded public library source interest 
solely the well-to-do and leisure classes, and not any manner 
equal greater necessity for the laboring man and his children. 
fact this feeling was strong that doubtful the Library 
would have received liberal city aid had not been for the active 
personal campaign which Dr. Billings inaugurated and carried 
successfully with the labor organizations. appeared before them 
and explained why they needed the library more than the well-to-do 
and showed them how they could profit large library central 
position containing rare books reference and works importance 
rich and poor alike but supplemented branch libraries every 
quarter the city, open them and their children for reading and 
study out working hours. also personally interested influ- 
ential daily newspaper urge the city foster such Public Library 
duty the laboring man and his children and 
protection the city providing educational facilities for eager immi- 
grants. The effort was eminently successful and the tardy politicians 
and the aldermen who had inquired first whether there was 
for them’’ soon discovered that they would lose 
everything that they had political way they did not come 
the support the library. 

The former Murray-Hill reservoir, then disused was given 
site and the beautiful building now occupying was built and 
equipped the expense many millions central library. 

equally successful movement was made establish branch 
libraries take over libraries, which had been founded religious 
philanthropic societies, and more than thirty such libraries were 
assumed the Public Library and many cases relocated and 
rebuilt. Andrew Carnegie was also asked furnish funds for the 
erection sixty-five branch libraries provided that the City would 
furnish proper sites. consented furnish the funds and thirty- 
seven such branches have already been erected out his generous 
gifts Manhattan and the Bronx and the remainder are built 
when needed the growth the city. central building was 
begun 1902 and completed 1911. 


Meantime however, Dr. Billings had been occupied reclassi- 
fying, rearranging and recataloguing the three combined libraries 
new plan and filling the gaps anticipation the opening 
the Central Library and the development its branches. 

His achievements New York were fully remarkable the 
results which attained Washington and increase our admiration 
for the wonderful energy, versatility and power accomplishment 
native him. the new Central Library Fifth Avenue and 
Forty-Second Street, there were 919,441 volumes and 307,868 pamph- 
lets 1913, while the forty-two branch libraries including thirty-seven 
erected out the Carnegie fund contained 964,189 volumes, making 
grand total 2,191,498 volumes and pamphlets. 

The Central Library provides accommodations for 3,500,000 
volumes and will probably provide for the growth the next twenty- 
five years. This condition speaks volumes for his work during the 
last seventeen years his life. 

died suddenly pneumonia following serious surgical 
operation March 11, 1913, the seventy-fifth year his age. 

John Billings was eminently man great originality and 
force character. had large ideas and realized them all 
his indomitable energy and persistent unflagging industry. old 
friend made remark quarter century ago, which 
always remembered: was born command; would have 
made good General.’’ was more than that. was man 
eminently unselfish, and whatever undertook was not for personal 
gain advancement, but rather for the increase and diffusion 
knowledge. succeeded because deserved success. 
leader men because inspired co-operation, friendship and devotion 
the part all who knew him. 


NEWS ITEMS. 

The Library the Hartford Medical Society has recently received 
gifts amounting over $2,000, frum friends and members the 
Society, for the purpose additional tier stacks the 
basement the library. This will increase the shelving capacity 
20,000 volumes. 


connection with the Congress Clinical Surgeons, which met 
Washington November 26-27, interesting exhibit books and 
pictures illustrating the history surgery was prepared Dr. Arnold 
Klebs the invitation Colonel McCulloch, Librarian 
the Surgeon General’s Office, and may seen the Library Hall 
the Army Medical Museum. 
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EAST WEST? 


Taking time the forelock the Executive Committee has under 
consideration the place for the next Annual Meeting the Association. 
has been suggested that this held Detroit June 12th co- 
incident with the meeting the American Medical Association. 
Only twice the history the Association have meetings been held 
anywhere except the East—once Chicago and once St. Louis. 
Whenever possible has been the policy the Association meet 
the time the American Medical Association, but most our 
members are the eastern states would not seem advisable 
west the Mississippi which that Association does frequently. 
This seems rather unfair the western members who might able 
attend meetings were held nearer home; this year are 
going put the question vote and ask each member notify 
the earliest possible date whether Detroit some eastern city, 
probably Baltimore, would suit them best. Whichever place will 
assure the largest attendance will selected. 

Another question which the Executive Committee considering 
holding subscription dinner connection with the next meeting. 
Should afternoon and evening session arranged, the dinner 
coming between would give opportunity for informal discussion 
papers business. 

Members having papers present, topics which they wish 
discussed, the coming meeting will kindly signify same when 
sending their vote the meeting place. 


BOOK REVIEW. 


John Shaw Billings; memoir Fielding Garrison, 
Putnam’s Sons, New York and London, 1915. 


The late Dr. John Billings has found the accomplished 
editor the Index Medicus sympathetic and appreciative biographer. 
The story his life well told, from the time when poor boy, 
dependent almost wholly upon his own exertions, secured 
education physician and after brief period hospital service 
found himself thrust into the responsibilities army surgeon 
charge field and base hospitals, during the Civil War. bore 
these burdens well that was given one position trust after 
another, until the end the four years’ struggle was found 
ripe scholar, sanitarian, authority upon vital statistics and 
planner hospitals. His subsequent labors the Army Medical 
Museum and the Library the Surgeon General are clearly and 
interestingly depicted. For more than fifty years, his writings, 
his organizing ability and his clear vision the requirements 
medical education and training the United States, showed him- 
self one our most far-sighted and useful physicians. His 
abilities should, fact, never have been lost medicine, valuable 
were his labors during the last seventeen years his life the New 
York Public Library. 

This admirable memoir will appeal all physicians its full 
and painstaking presentation the various stages which marked the 
development remarkably forceful personality and many-sided 
character. medical librarians the tale the rapid development 
the Surgeon General’s Library will appeal most strongly. The whole 
volume full interest and deserves place every collection 
medical books inspiration and incentive medical men, young 
and old. 


DECEASED. 


Roe, John Orlando, died his home Rochester, Y., 
December 24, 1915, aged years. Dr. Roe was member the 
Medical Library Association for two years. 


